
Civilization 
Civilization is a somewhat complex term for it can be defined in several related ways and it is sometimes controversial and contradictory to interpret it in different aspects because of the imbalance of material abundance a poverty of the spirit. The following websites might help you to know more about the topic. 

 Civilization http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civilization
The American dream http://endoftheamericandream.com/
《文明与野蛮》罗伯特．路威 译者： 吕叔湘
(Find more…) 

 Now work in small groups, choose one of the roles and complete the assignment: 

The scientist (As the scientist, your job is to illustrate the material abundance of civilization in the modern world in terms of science and technology). Your focus is on the advantage and convenience it brings to us. Assignment: write an essay on material abundance of civilization in the modern world. 
The sociologist (As the sociologist, your job is to interpret civilization in terms of civil society as a contrast to rudeness” or “coarseness” in the development of human society. Your focus is on the refinement of human spirit. Assignment: write an essay on social/spiritual civilization. 
The aboriginal（ As the aboriginal, your job is to interpret civilization in the point of view of an aboriginal. The novel The Secret River or Heart of darkness or other documents can be the reference ）
The critic (As the critic, your job is to point out the imbalance of material abundance and a poverty of the spirit in the modern world. You will then compare two novels about it by writing a feature article that discusses at least three similarities between the two. Assignment: write a comparison article. You can use a comparison chart (find one on the Internet) to keep track of similarities that you have found.) 
